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a wandering and eventful journey with God

Theodyssey:
Back to the Basics.

We desperately need to quit using the word Christian. It's
not helpful.

That word has come to mean someone who says:

Jesus is my personal savior.
1 go to church.

| pray.

| share the gospel.

| tithe.

| read my Bible.

That'’s all nice. But that’s all it is.
We can do all of those things, and yet live a life dominated

by fear, anger, selfishness, bigotry, self-hatred, passivity, and
lust (to name a few).

Instead, the New Testament describes Christ-followers as people

whose lives are in the process of being radically re-altered.

Fall Bpdate

Nine-Month Theodyssey Track (San Jose)
Our in-depth spiritual formation, which includes
25 two-hour sessions, takes place September 13,

2006 through May 23, 2007. We meet at Le Petit

Trianon Theater in downtown San Jose.

One-Year Certificate Program in Spiritual Formation
We just launched our second year in the Cer-
tificate Program, providing workshops, training,
and coaching for those who have completed the
initial Theodyssey training and desire to develop
their own relationship with Christ, as well as
their skills as a spiritual director, small group
leader, and communicator.

Stop and think about this for a minute.
Radically re-altered.

You.

The whole person.

Thinking, emotions, conscience, will, and sexuality — all being con-
formed to the image of Christ for one purpose — to be Jesus to those
around you.

.. .Put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its
deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your
minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God
in true righteousness and holiness.

Ephesians 4:22-24

Reca piur‘;;\g The Real

Why is it that most “Christians” have no idea that this is what it
means to be a Christian? How many churches can you name that
have a plan for leading people in the process of whole life transfor-
mation?

Interesting, isn't it? We've forgotten ‘Job One’— what it means to be
a “Christian”.

Paraphrasing Christian writer Dallas Willard, our current system is
perfectly designed to give us the results we are now getting.

For example, over the past 15 years the church in the US has spent
over $500 billion (that's “billion™ with a “b") buying buildings, hiring
staff, and running programs, yet it has not grown at all. In fact, it has
not even kept up with the population growth.

What if we recaptured what it means to be a Christ-follower — to be
radically remade into the image of Jesus for the sake of others?

That’s why Theodyssey exists.
(continued on page 3)
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Simpson University—Adjunct Faculty

Simpson University in Redding, CA has just launched
the A.W.Tozer Seminary, a graduate school established
to equip and train leaders for ministry. They have just
launched a five-year Masters of Divinity track for
those who are already in pastoral leadership and want
a formal education and degree. The first course in

this program is in Spiritual Formation. David will be
leading 20-25 pastors in the San Francisco Bay area in
a three-and-a-half month class in Spiritual Formation
beginning September 1, 2006.






